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Dear Harol  d: 

I am pleased t o  work w i t h  you i n  t h e  subcommittee f o r  naming human exogenous 
pathogenic  r e t r o v i r u s e s .  As I i n d i c a t e d  i n  my p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r  I am f o r  
changing t h e  names and e s t a b l i s h i n g  a u n i f y i n g  nomenclature f o r  A I D S  a s s o c i a t e d  
v i r u s e s .  
committee. 

I would now l i k e  t o  submit  my proposal  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g ,  w i d e l y  accepted and a p p r o p r i a t e  nomenclature f o r  
t h e  human T - c e l l  leukemia v i  ruses t y p e - I  (HTLV-I) and t y p e - I  I (HTLV-11) 
should be re ta ined.  
i n v o l v e d .  
symbols may be suggested f o r  t y p e  des ignat ion .  

T h i s  seems reasonable n o t  o n l y  t o  me b u t  many o f  t h e  
A minor  change, namely t h e  use o f  Arabic  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  Roman 

The A I D S  v i r u s e s ,  i s o l a t e d ,  c loned and sequenced, however, d i f f e r  f rom HTLV 
i n  a l a r g e  e x t e n t .  They a r e  n o t  more c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  HTLV-I and -11 
t h a n  t o  o t h e r  r e t r o v i r u s e s  i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  l ymphot rop ic  and non- lymphotropic 
v i r u s e s .  The A I D S  v i r u s e s  do n o t  cause leukemia and do n o t  i m m o r t a l i z e  
T - c e l l s .  
d i f f e r e n t  agents (HTLV and A I D S  v i r u s ) ,  which a l s o  have d i s t i n c t  b i o l o g i c a l  
p r o p e r t i e s  and pathology,  should be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by a p p r o p r i a t e  names. 

There i s  no doubt i n  my mind t h a t  t h e  two s t r u c t u r a l l y  g r e a t l y  

As p o i n t e d  o u t  by D r .  Kingsbury,  u n l i k e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  nomenclature i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  a r b i t r a r y .  We u s u a l l y  honor t h e  r i g h t  o f  a p ioneer  i n v e s t i g a t o r  
t o  name newly d iscovered v i r u s ( e s )  and r e a d i l y  f o l l o w ,  adopt and use t h e  
o r i g i n a l  (sometimes a r b i t r a r y )  des ignat ions .  Id i th  such an a t t i t u d e  i n  o r d e r  
t o  f i n d  t h e  s i m p l e s t  s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  debate, one c o u l d  suggest t o  
combine t h e  two independent ly  assigned o r i g i n a l  names LAV and HTLV-I11 i n t o  
one,HTLAV. T h i s  would c e r t a i n l y  g i v e  c r e d i t  t o  and acknowledge t h e  c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n s  o f  b o t h  groups ( G a l l o ' s  and Montagn ier ' s ) .  Rut, as you know, t h e r e  
i s  s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  use o f  a b b r e v i a t i o n s  l i k e  A I D S  and LA b y  
c l  i n i  c i  ans. I apprec i  a t e  t h e i  r concern and respec t  t h e i  r view. 

To most adequately d e s c r i b e  and name LA/AIDS a s s o c i a t e d  v i r u s e s ,  we would 
l i k e  t o  cons ider  those major  b i o l o g i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  which a r e  u n i q u e l y  
shared. The predominant immune d e f e c t  i n  A I D S  i s  t h e  d e f e c t i v e  T - c e l l  
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f u n c t i o n  due p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  T4 c e l l s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
b i o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  these cytopathogenic  r e t r o v i r u s e s .  Therefore,  t h e  new 
name I am propos ing  should be: 

Human T-Lymphocyte-Destroying V i r u s  (HTLDV) 

The v a r i o u s  i s o l a t e s  can be des ignated as: 

Bethesda s t r a i n  - HTLDV/B 

P a r i s  (Pas teur )  s t r a i n  - HTLDV/P 

San Francisco s t r a i n  - HTLDV/S 

T h i s  nomenclature i s  n o t  very  d i f f e r e n t  f rom HTLAV ( h y p o t h e t i c a l l y  proposed 
above) o r  HTLV-I11 ( t h e  most commonly used),  and i t  should n o t  be o b j e c t i o n a b l e .  
Most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h i s  nomencl a t u r e  a1 1 ows t h e  r e q u i  red  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  
A I D S  v i r u s  f rom human T - c e l l  leukemia v i r u s  (HTLV). 
convenient  way o f  c l a s s i f y i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  subtypes as w e l l  as f u t u r e  
i s o l a t e s .  F i n a l l y ,  i t  i s  r e a d i l y  adaptable f o r  naming human A I D S  r e l a t e d  
v i  ruses i s o l  a ted  f rom o t h e r  species.  

It a l s o  prov ides  us a 

S i  n c e r e l y  , 

Stephen Oroszlan, Ph.0. 
D i  r e c t o r ,  Labora tory  o f  Mo lecu la r  

V i r o l o g y  and Carc inogenesis  
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